Sunoikisis
Preliminary Syllabus for Advanced Latin 394: Literature of the Roman Empire, 70-180 CE
Fall, 2001

[WebBoard]
Documentation about WebBoard and Live Sessions

e WebBoard in ACS ICC's -- the basics that all course participants should know

e How to Participate in ICC Live Sessions (info on WebBoard and Real Player use in the live sessions)

e Posting Study Questions and Lectures to WebBoard (mostly for faculty, but mechanics of posting
may also be of interest to students)

e Broadcasting live audio (mostly of use to lecturers who will be broadcasting)
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Description

This course, making extensive use of resources available via the internet, explores the society of the Roman
Empire through the works of authors who were active during the period beginning with the reign of
Vespasian and extending to the death of M. Aurelius. These authors include Martial, Statius, Tacitus, Pliny
the Younger, Juvenal, and Apuleius. The course will approach the material topically beginning with
sections on the parameters that defined one's identity in Roman culture: ethnicity, gender, and legal status. It
will then observe these defining characteristics at work in the daily lives of Romans within the contexts of
religion and entertainment. Students will participate in a weekly webcast lecture, an on-line discussion
moderated by faculty members from participating institutions from the Associated Colleges of the South,
and weekly tutorials with faculty members at their home institutions. This course is specifically designed for
advanced students and will require extensive reading in more than one genre of Latin literature and a
rigorous study of the cultural and historical context of Rome in the late first and second centuries CE.

Course Components

Lectures: Beginning September 17, students and faculty members will "meet" for lectures on Monday
evenings. Those from institutions in the Central Time zone will have class from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Students in the Eastern Time zone will meet from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The final lecture will take place on
Monday, November 27.

Discussion: Students will participate in an on-line discussion during the week (Tuesday-Thursday). This
will take place on the course WebBoard. (Click "New User" to create your login.)

Tutorial: Finally, students will meet by arrangement with the participating faculty members on their
campuses for a one-hour tutorial each week.

Objectives

Advanced students of Latin will continue developing their fluency by studying the literature that emerged
during the Flavian period and responded to the work of earlier writers both from the Augustan (i.e., Virgil,
Horace, and Ovid) and Neronian (e.g., Seneca, Lucan, and Petronius) periods. With a focus on the period
beginning approximately with the reign of Vespasian and concluding near the end of the second century
during the reign of M. Aurelius, the course will explore the nature of Roman socieety through the works of
major literary figures of the period: Martial, Statius, Tacitus, Pliny the Younger, Juvenal, and Apuleius. This
course will address a number of topics including slavery, gender, religion, entertainment, and the impact of
immigration. Students will also have a chance to become familiar with current trends in scholarly
interpretation.

Course Requirements

Preparation: Students will be expected to work through the assigned reading for each lecture,
discussion, and tutorial. This course is intended for advanced, mature students, who can
effectively and conscientiously work through the readings and fulfill the assignments with
minimal supervision. The participating faculty members presuppose that students will
come to each event prepared to participate actively. Students should take advantage of



Lectures

Discussion

Tutorials:

Project:

every resource to ensure that they thoroughly understand the readings and have a
command of the interpretive issues that will form the basis of the lectures, discussions,
and tutorials.

On Monday evenings, beginning on September 17, students will be expected to
participate in the on-line lecture, which will begin, as noted above, at 6:00 p.m. in the
Central time zone and at 7:00 p.m. in the Eastern time zone. The lectures will originate at
one of the participating institutions and be available as a RealAudio webcast to all of the
participants in the course. (Depending on the nature of each institution's facilities, the
computing infrastructure where the lecture originates, and the capacity of the network at
the time of the lecture, the event may include digital video as well.) Shortly before the
lecture begins, students will log into a chat room, which will allow the director of the
course to monitor the reception of the lecture, ensure that students receive credit for
attending, and permit students and faculty members to direct questions to the lecturer.
Because the lectures will be available over the internet both during the live webcast and
as archived files, which participants can subsequently access from the website for the
course, there will be no excuse for missing a lecture, and students can expect to encounter
questions on the examinations concerning the content of the lectures and the lecturers'
responses to questions from the participants.

Students will be expected to share their views of the readings in an on-line discussion. A
set of study questions will accompany each reading assignment. Students will post their
responses to these questions by no later than 5:00 p.m. each Wednesday as noted on the
schedule below. The response to each question should be at least a paragraph in length.
Consequently, the set of responses should represent at least an hour of focused, reflective
engagement with the readings after the texts have been thoroughly read and studied. The
director of the course will review the responses and post them to the discussion list by
10:00 p.m. Please note that the director of the course will return to the student any posting
to the discussion list that does not meet minimal standards of engagement with the
material. (Having one's contribution returned may make it difficult to meet the weekly
deadlines for postings.) After the responses to the study questions appear on the
discussion list, students will then be responsible for carefully reading and commenting on
at least one other set of responses. Students must post their comments within twenty-four
hours, i.e., by 10:00 p.m. on Thursday (unless otherwise instructed by the director of the
course). Students will receive full credit for adequately responding to the study questions
and providing thoughtful commentary on the responses of at least one of their peers.
However, the tutors and director of the course may award additional credit to students
whose engagement with the readings or commentary on the responses of others is
particularly exceptional. (As noted below in the section on projects, the on-line discussion
for the week of November 6-10 will vary from the format described above.) Participation
in the on-line discussion, as outlined above, will account for twenty percent of the final
grade.

Each students will meet for at least one hour every week with a faculty member at her or
his home institution. (In subsequent discussions, these faculty members will be refered to
as "mentors.") The times and locations of these meetings will be determined on each
campus. Students are responsible for contacting their faculty mentors and finalizing the
details of their weekly meetings. The quality of these meetings, as measured by students'
preparation, attendance, and engagement with the readings, will account for twenty
percent of their final grades.

In consultation with their mentors, students will develop a major project that incorporates



a close reading of one or more texts from the period and reflects a familiarity with the
current interpretive issues. Students will be able to choose from three different types of
projects: essays addressing major topics developed by the faculty of the course, a
translation and commentary of a selection from the works of the authors we will study
during the semester, or a survey of the secondary literature on a topic of scholarly debate.
The project must be between 1500 and 2000 words in length. Students must decide on
their projects and topics by Friday, October 5. Following the format described above in
the section on the on-line discussion, during the week of November 5-9 each student will
report on her or his project and comment on the project of at least one other student. The
date on which students must submit the final version of their project will be determined at
each institution. This project will account for fifteen percent of the final grade.

Examinations: As noted on the accompanying schedule, there will be three hourly examinations during
the course of the semester. Each will cover the readings from one of the three authors we
will study and will include three sections. The first will address the features of the Latin
language as reflected in the readings. The second will cover the information and ideas
presented in the lectures, and the final section will be based on the study questions and
ideas that students develop in the on-line discussion. Each of the hourly examinations will
account for fifteen percent of the final grade.

Evaluation: Grades will be based on the following components:

Class preparation and work in tutorial: 20%

Participation in the on-line discussion: 20%

Project: 15%
First hourly exam: 15%
Second hourly exam: 15%
Third hourly exam: 15%

Primary Readings

Martial (Marcus Valerius Martialis): Epigrams
Statius (Publius Papinius Statius):
Juvenal (Decimus Iunius Iuvenalis): Satires
Pliny (Gaius Plinius Caecilius Secundus): Epistulae

Apuleius: Metamorphoses

Schedule of Assignments and Events

Week 1 (9/18-22): Immigration and Ethnicity

Reading: ||Martial, Epigrams 1.115,3.34,4.55,4.62,5.68,6.17,7.13,7.30,8.75, 10.12,
10.68,11.94, 12.54, 14.176 [654]
Juvenal, Satires3.59-127 [460]




Pliny, Epistulae 10.6,7 [172]

Monday:

On-line
Lecture:

(1)

(Topic and lecturer to be determined)

Tuesday-
Thursday:

On-line
discussion

Friday:

Tutorial

Notes:

Week 2 (9/25-29): The Have's and the Have Not's

Readings:

Juvenal, Satires1.81-146 [434], 3.126-267 [435]

Monday:

On-line
Lecture:

2)

(Topic and lecturer to be determined)

Tuesday-
Thursday:

On-line
discussion

Friday:

Tutorial

Notes:

Week 3 (10/2-6): Gender

Readings:

Juvenal, Satires 6.82-113, 184-199, 434-456 [481]
Pliny, Epistulae4.19,7.24, 8.10 [657]

Monday:

On-line
Lecture

3)

(Topic and lecturer to be determined)

Tuesday-
Thursday:

On-line
discussion

Friday:

Tutorial

Notes:

Week 4 (10/9-13): Gender (cont.)

Readings:

Martial, Epigrams1.13,1.42,2.17,2.65,4.75,6.71,7.69, 8.12, 10.35, 10.38,

10.63,10.68,12.52, 12.55, 12.97 [854]

Monday:

On-line
Lecture

4)

(Topic and lecturer to be determined)

Tuesday-
Thursday:

On-line
discussion

Friday:

Tutorial

Notes:

Week 5 (10/16-20): Slavery




Readings:

Juvenal, Satires1.87-116, 6.475-198, 11.136-182 [576]
Pliny, Epistulae3.14,5.19 [548]

Monday:

On-line
Lecture

)

(Topic and lecturer to be determined)

Tuesday-
Thursday:

On-line
discussion

Friday:

Tutorial

Notes:

Week 6 (10/23-27): Slavery (cont.)

Readings:

Martial, Epigrams1.84,1.101,2.32,2.82,3.21,3.33,4.66,5.46,6.39,7.64,
8.52,9.5,9.7,9.79,9.87, 10.66, 10.76, 11.70, 12.58, 12.96 [1,089]

Monday:

On-line
Lecture

(6)

(Topic and lecturer to be determined)

Tuesday-
Thursday:

On-line
discussion

Friday:

Tutorial

Notes:

Week 7 (10/30-11/3): Religion

Readings:

Juvenal, Satires 6.511-564 [343], 14.96-106 [73]
Pliny, Epistulae 10.96,97 [517]

Monday:

On-line
Lecture

(7)

(Topic and lecturer to be determined)

Tuesday-
Thursday:

On-line
discussion

Friday:

Tutorial

Notes:

Week 8 (11/6-10): Religion (cont.)

Readings:

Apuletus, Metamorphoses 10.22-24 [661]

Monday:

On-line
Lecture

(8)

(Topic and lecturer to be determined)

Tuesday-
Thursday:

On-line
discussion

Friday:

Tutorial

Notes:




Week 9 (11/13-17): Entertainment

Readings:

Martial, Epigrams 5.24 [68]
Pliny, Epistulae3.1 [427], 6.34 [99], 9.6 [156]

Monday:

On-line
Lecture

©)

(Topic and lecturer to be determined)

Tuesday-
Thursday:

On-line
discussion

Friday:

Tutorial

Notes:

Week 10 (11/20-24): Entertainment (cont.)

Monday: || On-line
Lecture (Topic and lecturer to be determined)
(10)
Reading: |[Juvenal, Satires 5 [1,166]
Martial, Epigrams 1.43 [93]
Wednesday- || Thanksgiving break
Friday:
Notes:

Week 11 (11/27-12/1): Entertainment

Readings:

Apuleius, Metamorphoses 10.29-35 [1,175]

Monday:

On-line
Lecture

(11)

(Topic and lecturer to be determined)

Tuesday-
Thursday:

On-line
discussion

Friday:

Tutorial

Notes:

Week 12 (12/4-12/8)

Monday:

Third hourly examination

Editions

Sunoikisis Preliminary Syllabus for Latin 394: Literature of the Roman Empire, 70-180 CE




